
By KELLY NIX

CALIFORNIA AMERICAN Water began drilling its
long sought test desalination well in Marina after months of
delays that included numerous public hearings
and at least two lawsuits aimed at halting it.

The roughly $4 million test slant well, being
drilled on property owned by cement producer
Cemex, will allow Cal Am to collect water-
quality and hydrogeological data for its pro-
posed full-scale desal plant. The well and asso-
ciated monitoring wells will operate for 24
months. 

“Drilling is under way,” Cal Am spokes-
woman Catherine Stedman told The Pine Cone
Tuesday. “It began a few days after Christmas.”

Cal Am must complete installation of the
test operation before the end of February to
avoid the snowy plover’s nesting season, a
deadline Stedman said the company will be
able to meet. So far, the project is progressing
as planned.

“It is giving us hands-on experience, up
front, on the construction of the wells we’ve
proposed,” she said of the test. “Once the test
well is completed and operating, and water-
quality data can be gathered, there will be a
wealth of information to help refine our design
and treatment process” for the desal plant.
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By MARY SCHLEY

‘FIRST, I want to make sure everyone understands I love
trees — it’s why we moved here,” said longtime Torres Street
resident and Alain Pinel Realty owner Judie Profeta. “But I’ve
been in fear of this tree for quite a few years.”

She was speaking about the 30-inch-diameter Monterey
pine growing on public property next to the house she owns
with her husband, Bob. It leans over their home and sways in
the wind, and the Profetas asked for permission to cut it
down, but the Carmel Forest & Beach Commission denied
their request last November, deciding instead the tree should
undergo further evaluation. 

By KELLY NIX

ACTOR EDWARD Herrmann, whose
death last week of cancer at the age of 71
brought tributes from all over the country, is
also being fondly remembered around
Pebble Beach, where he served as emcee of
the Concours d’Elegance for 16 years. 

“I liked him, and he would always make
me smile,” comedian Jay Leno, who is a fix-
ture at the annual car event, told The Pine
Cone. “He always had such gravitas and
authority. If he stood next to your old car and
talked about it, it sort of gave it provenance.”

Paul Woudenberg, who handed the mic to

Leno, Woudenberg and Button pay tribute to Concours emcee Ed Herrmann
Herrmann in 1999, said the TV star’s arrival
was a bit of a shock. 

“His gorgeous voice, commanding
appearance (not to overlook his beautiful
hair) and gracious style overwhelmed me,”
Woudenberg said. “But Ed turned out to be
the Concours’ primary asset. Unlike many
celebrities, he was self-effacing, helpful at
the show, brilliant in his automobile knowl-
edge, and always kind and gracious. It has
been a great privilege to know him, and I am
so sorry he is gone.” 

Concours d’Elegance chairman SandraPHOTO/COURTESY PEBBLE BEACH
CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE

Ed Herrmann emcees
at the 2012 Pebble
Beach Concours
d’Elegance, accom-
panied by former
California Gov.
Arnold Schwarze-
negger (light suit) and
comedian Jay Leno
(back to camera).

See HERRMANN page 14A

Council OKs removal of ‘really frightening’ pine
The Profetas appealed that decision to the city council,

which voted 3-1 on Tuesday to allow them to cut the tree
down and replace it.

At the meeting, city forester Mike Branson told the coun-
cil he believed the tree’s “likelihood for failure” is low to
moderate and suggested additional pruning and monitoring,
instead of removal. But Monarch Consulting Arborists,  hired
by the Profetas, said the tree falling on the house is “some-
what likely,” even during normal weather. The arborist said
the tree’s bowed trunk and the limited soil volume around it
were areas of concern.

See WELL page 14A

See PAYDAY page 13A

Drilling for desal test well finally under way
The project also entails drilling a series of monitoring

wells which will include instrumentation to check the

PHOTO/COURTESY CAL AM

Casing for the desal test well being drilled in Marina heads underground at the req-
uisite 19 degree angle. Construction started a few days after Christmas.

By KELLY NIX

STEVENSON SCHOOL headmaster Joe Wandke
got a $6.2 million payout ahead of his retirement this
year from the Pebble Beach boarding school, according
to tax documents reviewed by The Pine Cone. 

Wandke’s $5,640,211 retirement bonanza — which
came on top of his $341,498 salary, a $30,000 bonus
and other perks — was disclosed in Stevenson’s tax
forms for Fiscal Year 2012/2013, the most recent docu-
ments available.

Though the payout seems excessive for the head of a
nonprofit private school which is exempt from property
and income taxes, and solicits donations to support its
mission, Stevenson school’s spokesman, David
Armanasco, credited Wandke for the school’s signifi-
cant growth since he started there in 1983. He also
pointed to the $60 million Wandke has raised through
the years for various campus initiatives. 

Wandke, he said, deserves every penny. 
“As the school grew, Joe obviously earned his

worth,” Armanasco told The Pine Cone. “And the
school, in order to keep Joe incentivized — and obvi-
ously that wasn’t a big issue because he loved Stevenson
— created that kind of program so over the long term

RLS head got
$6M payday

See EVENTS page 13ASee SEWAGE page 12A

Event center gets approval for live music, metal sign
By MARY SCHLEY

SEVENTH & Dolores — the name of the new event
venue in the renovated former bank building at that location
— got its go-ahead for live music, as well as approval of the
metal wall sign its owners wanted, from the Carmel City
Council Tuesday. 

The actions mark a significant milestone in the history of
the building, which had been the subject of controversy, argu-
ments and court cases for more than a decade. Before Jeff
Peterson and his family foundation took ownership of the
property in 2011, John Mandurrago fought for a decade to
tear it down and replace it with retail space, condos and

underground parking.
The city eventually approved Peterson’s plans for its trans-

formation into a venue for mid-size events like weddings,
cooking classes and other gatherings, and it finally opened in
December after about a year of construction. Seventh &
Dolores is equipped not just with a large room suitable for
any sort of gathering, but a high-quality commercial kitchen,
an outdoor fire pit, and a smaller room with a wall-length
fireplace, among other amenities. Peterson said the project
cost $1.6 million.

“I have done everything that has been required of me.

See TREE page 13RE

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE BOARD president and general manager of the
Carmel Area Wastewater District are sounding an alarm
about two conservation measures they say will put the
sewage treatment facility near Rio Road and Highway 1 at
risk of being flooded — and potentially create a health crisis.

Under pressure from the National Marine Fisheries
Service, the Monterey County Public Works Department
plans to end its annual breeching of the Carmel River Lagoon
sandbar. Also, the county planning department is working
with state and federal agencies to install a barrier on the
north edge of the lagoon to protect homes from flooding.

But Ken White, a former Carmel Mayor and the president
of CAWD’s board of directors, warned that the two-pronged
strategy could have disastrous consequences not only for res-
idents, but for the economy, if the Carmel River were to rise
to such a level that it flooded the water-treatment facilities
for an extended period of time — a scenario he said will be
much more likely if the barrier is built.

“If the plant flooded and we ceased operations because
our pumps shorted out, the tourism industry would be dead
in the water,” White said. “Everybody would be without

SEWAGE OFFICIALS WARN

OF LAGOON FLOOD DANGER
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change BEHAVIORS
Birdsong Hypnosis

Transforming Lives
www.Birdsonghypnosis.com

or call 831-521-4498

MILLER MOVING & STORAGE
Local, Nationwide, Overseas, or Storage. 

We offer full service packing. Agents for

Atlas Van Lines. CAL PUC# 35355

CALL (831) 373-4454

J & M MOVING AND STORAGE, INC.
We can handle all your moving and storage
needs, local or nationwide. Located in new
20,000 sf Castroville warehouse. We specialize
in high-value household goods. Excellent ref-
erences available. MTR 0190259, MC 486132.
Call Jim Stracuzzi at (831) 633-5903 or (831)
901-5867.                                                        TF

CARDINALE MOVING & STORAGE, INC.
Local, nationwide or overseas. Complete mov-
ing, packing storage or shipping. Agents for
United Van Lines. CAL PUC #102 808.
Call 632-4100 or 800-995-1602.                    TF

HOUSECLEANING
Fast & Reliable. 14 yrs exp. 

English Speaking. 
Reasonable Prices. Local references 

Pets welcome
Call Angelica & Maria

(831) 917-2023 (831) 657-0253

Service Directory 
continued on page 15A

MASSAGE THERAPY
Women only - by appointment

Gift Certificates Available
ELLEN STEVENS 25 years experience 

831-384-8465

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y
� HOUSE CLEANING

Lily’s House Cleaning
Excellent References Available.

15 Years Experience.
Reliable and Thorough Cleaning
(831) 917-3937   (831) 324-4431

Isabel’s Management Services
15 YRS. EXPERIENCE • PROFESSIONAL & EXCELLENT REFERENCES

Serving Pebble Beach, Carmel, PG & All of Monterey Bay
Residential • Commercial • House Management

Ideal for Realtors • Vacation Homes 
Window Cleaning • Move In & Move Out
Available Anytime ~ ANA or LURIA CRUZ ~

831-262-0671 • 831-262-0436

� HOUSE CLEANING

� HYPNOSIS

� MOVING

� MOVING

� MASSAGE NIELSEN CUSTOM FINISHES, INC.
Serving the Peninsula since 1987

Painting Effects & Restoration
Old World Craftsmanship • New World Technology

Decorative Arts • Color Consultation

BRETT NIELSEN
ARTISAN

(831) 899-3436
License #676493

CUSTOM PAINTING

GLAZING & ANTIQUING

FAUX & MARBLE FINISHES

FURNITURE RESTORATION

VENETIAN PLASTER

� PAINTING & RESTORATIONDiamond Cleaning Services
We Clean from Top to Bottom

(831) 277-7076
House Cleaning, Vacation Rentals, Windows 

Post-Construction, Move-Out/Move-In

Deadline: Tuesday, 4:00 PM •
vanessa@carmelpinecone.com

Experienced • Professional 
Friendly Touch for 30 years

BONDED HOUSECLEANING 
SPECIALISTS

831-626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

TWO GIRLS 
FROM CARMEL

So Many Dustballs 
So Little Time

Kofman Enterprises Inc.
PAINTING CONTRACTOR/GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Quality workmanship at reasonable prices.
No job is too small! We can paint your bathroom, touch up your 

window or paint your entire house. Senior citizen discount. 

Fast Response • Many local references • In business on Peninsula since 1991

Please call us at (831) 901-8894
Visa/Mastercard accepted                                                    Lic. #686233

� PAINTING - COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

WILL BULLOCK PAINTING & RESTORING
Interior and exterior. Top quality yet economical.  
Residential specialist - 35 yrs local references. 
Full range of services. Fully insured, member BBB,

EPA certified firm. Lic. #436767.
willbullockpainting.com

Call 831-625-3307 for a free estimate, or cell 277-8952

License # 710688
POWER WASHING

C-(831) 238-1095
(831) 622-7339 

P.O. Box 4691
Carmel, CA 93921

INTERIOR
EXTERIOR
FAUX FINISHES

NAT-42043-1

831-262-2580
Interior / Exterior

Someone you can trust and depend on
-FREE ESTIMATES-

Reputation Built on achieving the highest quality
Lic. #935177

NAT-103462

FURNISHINGS
“WITH DISTINCTION”

WANTED

CONSIGNMENT CARMEL LTD
232 CROSSROADS BLVD

CARMEL

Call Tracy at (831) 624-2860
Mon - Sat 10 - 5pm

PHOTOS OR INQUIRIES TO:
tracy@consignmentcarmel.com

Button remembers how thrilled Herrmann was in 2004 when
his 1932 Rolls Royce won a 2nd place award at the car show.
“He was silly, happy and delighted like a little kid,” Button
recalled. “He really loved old cars and danced around singing
‘I’m a big winner at Pebble Beach!’”

The moment was just one of many that Button treasures
about Herrmann, an affable man she said had a big personal-
ity to match his 6-foot, 5-inch stature. 

Herrmann had a long career in television, stage and film,
including his roles as Richard Gilmore in the TV show,
“Gilmore Girls,” and Franklin D. Roosevelt in two made-for-
TV movies in the 1970s. 

Button said she first met Herrmann in 1997 when he
entered a 1936 Packard 120B Eight into the Concours. She
wrote him a letter after the event asking him if he would con-
sider donating his services as master of ceremonies. 

To personalize her message, she hand wrote the note,
which turned out to be the best thing she could have done.

“Little did I know that he was an old-fashioned gentleman
and had fantastic penmanship,” she said. “One of the reasons
he responded to me is that I wrote to him in handwriting. It
was complete luck on my part.”

Needless to say, Herrmann said, “Yes,” to the gig.
Son of famed race car driver Phil Hill, Derek Hill — who

co-hosted with Herrmann at last year’s Concours — will con-
tinue as this year’s master of ceremonies, she said. 

Leno called Herrmann a “regular guy,” and said he was
down to earth and not self-important. But he also noted that
Herrmann had a way of “elegantly describing” automobiles
like no other. 

“When he would talk about cars, he would get really
excited,” Leno said. “He was an all-around decent guy and a
nice man.”

Leno was unaware Herrmann was sick when he last saw
him at the 2014 Concours.

“He wasn’t one of those people who looked for sympa-
thy,” he said. “I wish I would have known [he was ill] — I
would liked to have spoken to him one last time.”

HERRMANN
From page 1A

groundwater level as it changes over time during the drilling
process. 

“Those results will be uploaded on a periodic basis to our
project website.” Stedman said. “In addition to the instru-

WELL
From page 1A

mentation, manual samples will be also obtained on a period-
ic basis as described in the permits to monitor changes in
ground water salinity.” 

Carmel Mayor Jason Burnett said the test well is the most
critical component in determining the technical, legal and
economical aspects of the well.

“In that light,” Burnett said, the construction of the test
well “is a very significant milestone, and we are monitoring
it quite closely. We look forward in reviewing the data that
comes from the test well when it is available.”

Cal Am’s quest to launch the test well ran into trouble last
July when the Marina Planning Commission rejected Cal
Am’s application to drill it. Cal Am appealed, but the Marina
City Council two months later also denied a permit for the
project. Cal Am appealed that decision to the California
Coastal Commission, which approved the test well in
November, 2014.

In response, Marina Coast Water District filed suit against
the coastal commission over the permit, contending the well
would “destroy rare coastal sand dunes which have been
found to be environmentally sensitive habitat.” Originally
filed in Sacramento County, a judge there ordered the lawsuit
to be moved to Monterey County, where a judge transferred
the case to Santa Cruz County. 

The Ag Land Trust — which contends the test project will
infringe on water rights and could cause saltwater intrusion of
its own water wells — filed a similar suit against the well.

While some activists point to the slant well’s unproven
technology in extracting seawater, Surfrider, the Sierra Club,
the Planning and Conservation League and other environ-
mental groups have applauded their use since they are less
harmful to the marine environment than open-ocean intakes. 

The activist group, Public Water Now, which last year
sponsored a failed ballot measure calling for a public takeover
of Cal Am, also opposes the use of slant wells.

THE LAST chance for locals to register for the April 26
Big Sur International Marathon will be Saturday, Jan. 10,
when organizers will hold an in-person random drawing for
50 spots. The bibs were held back in order to give Monterey
Peninsula residents another opportunity to check the historic
26.2-mile run up Highway 1 off their bucket lists. 

The Last Chance for Locals drawing will be held at the
Treadmill at 111 Crossroads Blvd. from 9 to 10:30
a.m. Runners must bring proof of residency, and will submit
their names and contact information during the 90-minute
window, after which the drawing will take place at 11 a.m. In
addition to the 50 slots, an additional 25 names will be drawn
to compile a waiting list. People who enter the drawing need
not be present to win, as the appropriate forms will be sent to
everyone who qualifies via email.

The drawing pertains only to the marathon. Online regis-
tration remains open for the 9-Miler and the 5K, also set for
that weekend, while the Marathon Relay, 21-Miler and 10.6-
Miler are full. For more information, visit www.bsim.org or
call (831) 625-6226.

After sellouts, marathon
saves spots for locals


